Electroencephalographic changes in patients with herpes zoster.
EEGs of 42 patients with herpes zoster and 6 with herpes zoster-associated encephalitis were studied to characterize the nature and prevalence of EEG abnormalities in apparently uncomplicated herpes zoster. Thirty-one percent of herpes zoster patients had EEG changes with reduced rhythm frequency ranging from 7 to 2 Hz activity. Frontotemporal localization was observed in 54% of the abnormal EEGs. When compared to EEG in herpes zoster associated encephalitis, the findings were qualitatively the same, but tended to be more severe in the encephalitis cases. No effect of acyclovir on the EEG could be demonstrated.